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te and increased saute 

for the use of radio, television and 
visual aids, and other nedia in the 
field of mass communication have 

pla ac da heavy load on the facilities 

ia the information staffs. 

Oe all 

Died strative review of the 

Ss: uation at the Federal and State 

levels to determine whether the in- 
fo ation facilitics, cquipment, and 
personnel have; kept pace with this 

‘ reased denand is desirable. 


we 
Ai A 


plication by farm people. Often 
ae specialists and extension 
peeerton information workers are. 


aan prompt and Ratiieretecive 


gest 


ting of rosearch findings. This 


; 


be done on an individual basis 
ough seminars. 


eventh Extension Editor Advisory Gowiittee, 1950, pertaining 
staff. activities, and actions taken. 

Pe ae iy “INTERPRETING RESEARCH 

“Action taken 


Dee Cgy te a step toward necting this 
need, Iyman Noordhoff, assistant cx— 


tension editor in Illinois, spent the 
month of June, 1950, working in the . 
Department of Agriculture and studying 
current methods of releasing USDA news 
through State extension editors. At 
the end of his study he prepared 13 
recoimendations which were rmimeographed 
and sent to agency informaticn heads 
and State extension editors on 


_ August 31, 1950. 


The Agricultural Research Admini stra~- 


tion invited an S-an-advisory . » 


committee to meet in Washington March 


5 and 6 and discuss research inforna~ 
tion. Copies of their recommendations . 
were mailed to you March 23. 


(b) Applics to State extension 
personnel. we have not checked to see 
wnat has been done in the States. 


Recormendations 


(c) A planned progran’ of ‘kéeping. 
Federal and State research and ex- 
tension workers inforied’ of: the‘use 
of material provided by them and 
issued by State extension cditorial 
. offices would do- much to implconent 
- the movement of research information 
from the laboratorics to the farms 
and hones. This progran should in~ 
clude routing of releases and 
clippings from the States to the 
Federal extension service for dis— 
tribution to the subjoct-uattor 
sourcee 


(ad) A continuation cf the trend 

_ towards close working relations 
between State rescarch and oxtcn- . 
sion information divisions will 
‘result in a further inprcvencnt in 
“service to the . publics 


at 


(co) A careful review 


fron the 9 BPE tal pes 


state staffs, | and; we under: 


Division of: St digo 


specialists interested. ane 
loaders. — ans 


(d) As described by the re 
tion, this is a responsibili 


trond is generally, continul: 


4° 


aproved services for dissemni- | 
sai | se sieve shi ehined Paeups are 


f Public understanding of the ; 
blens of agriculture in the United 
tos is at a low ebb. A combination 
circumstances has resulted in this 
ce industry being subject to an 

if worable reaction on the part of 


ublic. Extensicn personnel can 


aes erronecus impressions; 

3) providing interpretative 
information about agricul- 

_ ture and its importance to 

_ the welfare of the comunity, - 
State, and Nation, 


2 PUBLIC RELATIONS 


Action token” 


(a) Field eee oe the Division of 
Field Coordination. are conducting a 
public relaticns survey in all of the 
States, which is expected to be 
completed by June 30. The survey is. 


being made at the request of the Sub- 


comsittee on public relations. 
National totals will be compiled by 
the Division cf Field Studies and 
Training for use by the Subcomittee. 
Extension editors have been kept 
informed through the: weekly letter of 
every stage of consideration by the 
committee. in 


(b) Through consumer cducation pro~ 
grens, holpful information on narket— 
ing problens is being provided urban 
consumers. Other prograis are also 
brought to the attention of urban 


people through the press, radio, tele- 


vision, and érticles in national 
Magazines « 


(c) ‘While this problen is far fron 
Solved, the Ue S.» Department of 
Agriculture is using every opportunity 
to bring to the attention of the 
public factual information on the 
problems and attitudes of agriculture. 


In this Division, we make every effort 
possible to provide facts to press, 
magazine, radio, and other media people 
upon requcst. When the information is 
not available, inquirers are directed 
to the proper source. 


Reconnendations tre a Agee 


(a) Despite the fact that it teter 
work has been cffectively carried on 
throughout the United States for 36 


‘years, there is a continuing necd: 
for better public understanding of 


the Extension Sorvice--what it is and 


. what it doese Lack of understandings 
’ of Extension Sorvice organization and 


functions is ho Icss prevalent among 
the facultics and. students. of the — 
land-grant colleges than’emong the 


“general nublic. | Several tcchniques 


arc being well used in sone States 


for bringing about this understanding. 


Greater attention to this program is 
needed. 


- 


ba te eee ay 


understanding of the organ 


tion, this is a respo 


writers aa other inguirez 


can ee bea nee upon eis 
Recently 2 fact sheet on ti 
tions of the Cocperative B 3 
Service vas issued. 


Action taken 


As described by the poe tanants ont 

' responsibility. for its fulfillnent / 

is placed on State and county staffs. 
However, the Federal oxtension staff 
attenpts always to give clear _ 
explanation of the function of local 
_ volunteer leaders. and the service | 
they render. Sone States have given 
.especial attention to local leader 

ete tats 


Recommendations 


(a) The nistaken fecling of many 
extension workers. that television is 
not yet ready to cisseminate agri-~ — 
cultural and homemaking information 
has becn notcd. If there be an 
interim period in any States or 
arcas, it should be utilized for the 
indoctrination. of. extension perscnnel 
in the use of television. Television 
techniques are fundanentally 
diffcrent from those of other media 
now in general use. Our people nust 
be ready to use then when 
opportunities are oficreod. 


(b) Extension workcrs, with sone 
120,000 radio broxzdcasts curing 1949, 
are * making nore contacts with farn 
people through this mediwa than any 
other single agency. Much room re—- 
mains for impravencnt in the quality 
shes production of the prograns, as 

vl1 as in the contcnt of the 
are The trend in radic scens to 
be toward an increasing dcpendcnee on 
the part of station officials and 
radio farn directors upon extension 
workers to contribute tore to their 
farn and honenaking PPOGTONS 6 This 
is a healthy situation which should 
not be jeopardized by nediocre pro- 
-grans and presentations on the part 
of extension workers. 


ree Gk 
4. RADIO AND TELEVISION 


improve their broadcasts; simplif. 


. have becn helde 


technical agriculture in the 
During the same time there. 
‘inerease in. 


(a). There has been a decr 
number of extension program 


the nunber of ‘hon 
stration and consuer educati 
programs. - 


nore Readies sieht programs in 
States that haa becn on the ai 
series or rcecular basis pec 
have been discontinued. 
discontinued shows were in ape 
The nost frequently mentioned 
for discontinuing TV shows was—- 
of manpcwor to prepare and foul 
threugh on prograns. 
In re ficld of TV training, extol 
now has a compact TV school plan t! 
has beon ficld-tested a nunber of 
during the year. This school sys 
is now able to operate in nuch th 
way as our radio schools. ask 


(6) In the ficld of radio we fin 
States have improved considerably 
ruineographed services to radio st 
New or improved subject—natter outl 
services are coing to county agent 


extension news releases have bcon 
developed for stations, tape rece 
libraries have becn started, an 
tape service to stations nas be 
tuted in sone States. Radio sc 
conducted by the Washington of 
moved from the more or less b 
material of the past to conce 
the tine being on "Better int 
nethods." Eleven schools: of 


. Sred, ei Meta chory: auaed 
Lng parson: in ‘the 


tension naving porscnnel 
at Calan in oe United 


he Pict ib ae tho eox-. 
id dala syston when 
anni g printing anc distribution 

f bulletins and Sanca er onel 
nate ale ee ce La alormbens 


Ed a in apes 
and countics.. 


offcred copies of a 
‘send to.all extension werkcrse 
Supplies requested by the States were 


” 


- Action taken 


Following the meeting of the -sevent! 
_ Extension Editor Advisory Committee,. a. 
letter was scnt te State publication 
distribution officers on July.19, en-— 


closing a tentative draft of instruc 


tions for ordering publications. They: 


were asked for their suggestions, and 
revised version to 


mailed.in October. =. | 

' ae 
Throug 4 liaison with the .Departnent's 
Office of Information and cther in- 
formation services of ‘bureaus, the ° 
needs of cxtonsion workers for publi~ 
cations is constantly kept in pind. . a 
The variszus offices have been very 
helpful in supplying, where possible 
without cost, copies of Departnent 
publications to meet State and county ~«°— 
extension needs. 


-_ 8 —_ 
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6. IN-SERVIGE TRAINING 


Recomnendations 


‘Use of inforn ation. methods for. the en- 
ploynent of nass media of cormmunica- 
tion is one of the basic tools in 
efficient disseitinaticn of new: 
knowledge anong large numbers of 
people. ‘Tt is important that workers 
inextension and resea rch, outside of 
the infomation field, have an under- 
standing of the principles involved. 
Prevision for training arth information 
techniques for both extension and re- 
search personnel would be an-important 
step "EOP agriculture anc, honenaking 


(a): tt would be helpful if the. 
effective kind of practical training 
assistance which the Federal Extension 
Service now renders in the States in 
radio and publications were alsa. 
extended to the visual aids and 
television fields. 


(bo) Additional training in prepara-— 
tion of manuscripts for publication 
could well be offered to prospective 
authors arnong the extension 
specialists and rescarch workers at 
both Federal and State levels. 


(c) Both extension specialists and 
county extension workers would benefit 
fron training in news writing as it is 
offered in many States. 


Extension information courses at six 


‘land-grant colleges. this summer will 


give exbensicn workers and others 
interested an opportunity to learn how 
to do a more effective teaching job 
with the help of news stories, radio 
and television presentations, publica— 
tions, visual aids, and other informa— 
tion nedia. Summary information on 
these courses was mailed to all exten- 
sion RCN EES March 276 


(a) See report under Section ve 
Radio and Television. pe OS ae 


(b) Several States have held publica— 
tions training sessions at which exten— 
sion specialists and other College of 
Agriculture staff nembers have learned 
to make inmprovencnts in their publica~ 
tions. 


A graduate-level course in extension 
publications has been scheduled for the 
short-term cxtension summer session at 
the University of Wisconsin in June, 
1951. 


(c) As described in the recommenda- 
tion, this is a responsibility of State 
information staff memberse 


ans over the Nation in aes 
way at Beltsville and field 

ns and laboratories of the U. Se 
ment of Agriculture, It is 

that the Agricuitural Research 
stration record these srojects 
gh the inexpensive nediun of 
inch colored slides; that a copy 
each slide set, together with the 


By vor iccrvics filn neh ah 
e use of specialists and county 
ts; and that facilities be set up 
purchase of additional sets by the 
Be This will sts an ited at) 


) Copies of releases on research 
dings issued by the USDA Office of 


ngs, if routed to State research 
1 extension inforneticn werkers, 

ld be helpful in keeping them up 
ie 


ariy Estat information project 
ents no longer fit present 

21S and progrause <A model infor— 
} “project agreement, if prepared 
‘Federal Extension Service and 
buted to the States, would be a 
ng point to put the agreenents 
re realistic basis. 
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tension Editor Advisory Comuttee feel that the work of 
snorkors would be made more effective by the adoption of the following 


Action taken 


(a) This nas been discussed on several 
occasicns by ARA and Extension staff 
members but no plans have been fornu- 
lated for carrying out this recomuenda— 


tione 


(b) No practical method has been found 
yet to accomplish this, ARA releases 
continue to co out marked "Apricultural 
Research Adriinistration" innediately 
under the heading—UNITED STATES DEPART— 
MENT OF AGRICULTURE. 

(c) This is also recommended by the 
March 5-6 ARA advisory committee. Plans 
are under way Looking toward providing 

& service of this character. 


(d) A suggested draft for an inforna- 
tion project was drawn up and sent to 
the States. This has resulted in nany 


‘States revising their projects and 


bringing them in line 
needs. 


with current 


LT OP te 


Recommendations Action taken 
(e) The present outlines for - (e) Work was begun on this 
preparation of information sroject. recommendation earlier this year. 


annual reports and plans of work are 
designed for subject-matter 
specialists. Preparation of outlines 
specifically for the information field | 
would be helpful. .. irae Pty ee rey 


